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Gourish Singh was three years old when he met with the first horror 
of his life. The baby boy had slipped through a flight of stairs at his 

residence in Agahpur, a village in Noida (U.P.). While the forehead injury 
didn’t end up being a life-threatening event, the injured boy had to be 

administered with 13 stitches. The little boy who had joined a small village 
school in the vicinity back then had to give up the opportunity to learn due 

to an injury that required immediate recuperation.

Gourish was born in a family of six members that included his father, mother, 
three brothers and a sister. The family has its roots in Noida and owns a house. 

The now 17-year-old Gourish has no clear memories of his life before five years 
of age but remembers one tragic episode that changed it for the worse. The year 

2012 brought a wave of misfortune to his family when the young boy tragically lost 
his father. He faintly remembers the cause of his death. His father had fallen hard 

into the loop of alcohol addiction which was probably the leading cause of his pre-
mature demise.

An inspiring story of a young boy whose 
zest for learning navigated him through 
personal loss and hopelessness.  



Gourish’s struggles with receiving primary education existed far before his father’s passing away. 

In the face of addiction, his father had left his job as a hardware engineer. Gourish and his eldest brother who were then enrolled in a small 
private school in the village had to drop out of it as a consequence of not being able to pay the fees. His early childhood is marked by financial 
instability and turbulence at home. As a young boy, he witnessed a hostile environment at home which wasn’t conducive enough to support 
learning. Following his father’s death, Gourish’s family found themselves in a better position to think more hopefully about the future. However, 
financial struggles haunting the family spewed some anger in Gourish who grew up with limited expectations from the world. 

With no breadwinner in the family, Gourish’s kins had no other option but to accept the help coming from the extended family. With all four
siblings too young to work, Gourish’s aunts and uncles stepped forward to provide a helping hand in sustaining the family’s basic needs for 
survival.















Gourish’s mother often suffers from severe headaches and despite being to doctors, has not been able to improve. Gourish feels that if 
SADRAG had not crossed his path, he would have still known what a doctor is but he would have never known about the most basic exam 
that is the first step to becoming one. en able to get rid of it. He feels that his becoming a doctor will not only help his family but will also help 
others who might be struggling to receive quality healthcare in lower-income groups of society.
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Seeing her dedication towards her studies, Manju’s husband had a change of heart. He decided to support his wife’s ambition in every 
possible way. In 2019, Manju’s husband got her enrolled in Vatsaraj Swatantra Bharat Inter College in Kalonda (Gautam Budh Nagar) 
where she completed classes 11 and 12. This time, the financial support for her education was extended by her husband.
Meanwhile, Manju never faltered with her responsibilities at home. Her sincerity won the hearts of all her family members who started 
to help her find a balance between her household responsibilities and her studies.

Manju’s three brothers became her biggest strength during this time. Her eldest brother, who was a teacher, kept supervision over 
her curriculum, the middle one helped her revise her lessons while she worked in the kitchen and the youngest one helped her com-
mute between school and home.

Later, Manju continued her distance learning and completed her degree in B.A from Keshav Marwar Girls Degree College (Hapur 
district).

Manju had never imagined a life beyond her house. She was contended with her family supporting her studies but had no plans to translate 
this learning into a job that could get her a sense of purpose or make her earn some money.

To support her husband’s family, Manju started to take up sewing work at home. On an ordinary day, a client dropped in and casually told 
her about a Women's Day campaign being run by SADRAG. She told Manju how the agenda of the program was to help unemployed women 
do small businesses and become economically independent. Without any hesitation, Manju filled out the form as a potential beneficiary of 
the campaign.

SADRAG selected Manju and nine other capable women who were eligible for the scheme. The initiative by the organisation involved attach-
ing a group of 10 women to a bank account and lending them a loan of INR 1 lakh ten thousand with a humble monthly return of rupees 500 
for each woman. The idea was to find a low-investment business that could attract attention from the market and help these women 
become financially independent.

SADRAG opened a door to endless opportunities





I always say this, my family supported me within close doors and SADRAG supported me 
on the streets. When we started to get opportunities from the government, any self-fo-
cused organisation would have pulled away the help immediately. But SADRAG stood with 
us even when we didn’t ask for help. It never gave upon us.

......Manju































An encouraging story of a young man 
whose childhood was shadowed by illness 
and youth by limiting forces.
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Bhawna found the ladder to corporate life

Right after the lockdown, Bhawna lost her job as a teacher at NC Public School. She started to work in another school which paid her even 
less. Till August 2023, she continued serving in the school and then left. Disappointed due to stunted economical growth, Bhawna started 
to hunt for corporate jobs. Once while giving company to her elder sister who was appearing for an interview at an HR company, the recruit-
ers’ eyes fell on Bhawna who could fill one more vacancy in the company. Her newly discovered confidence and self-belief got her a job 
she hadn’t even applied for. Today, she works as a human resource executive and helps companies by shortlisting candidate profiles for 
hiring. She plans to continue this work alongside securing a seat in desired government colleges for higher courses such as M.A or B.Ed.




























